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    Getting a goodÂ PDF viewer is easier than ever.


            
            

    
    
        
    
            
    
            
    
        
            
    
    
    
        
    
                                
                                    
                                                                                                                        
                                                        

        
            
                
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                
                                    
                            
            
        
    


    
            
    
            
            

    
    
        
    
            
                    

                            

                    
                                                        
            
            
    
                                    
            
    
    
    
        
    
                                                                                
            

    
    
        
    
            
    
            
    
        
            
    
    
                                                                            
                                
                                
                                                
            
        
    
                                                                                
            

    
    
        
    
            
    
            
    
        
            
                                                    
                        
    
                                                                                                                                                            
            
        
    
                                                                                
            

    
    
        
    
            
    
            
    
        
            
    
    
                                                
        
    
                                                                                
            

    
    
        
    
            
    
            
    
        
            
    
    
                                                        
                                
                                                                    
                                                
            
        
    
                                                                                
                                

    
    
        
    
            
    
            
    
        
            
    
    
                                                        
                                
                                
                                                
            
        
    
                                                                                
            

    
    
        
    
            
    
            
    
        
            
    
    
                                                        
                                
                                
                                                
            
        
    
                                                                                
            

    
    
        
    
            
    
            
    
        
            
    
    
                                                
        
    
                                                                                
            

    
    
        
    
            
    
            
    
        
            
    
    
                                                        
                                
                                                                    
                                                
            
        
    
                                                                                
                                

    
    
        
    
            
    
            
    
        
            
    
    
                                                
        
    
                                                                                
            

    
    
        
    
            
    
            
    
        
            
    
    
                                                        
                                
                                                                    
                                                
            
        
    
                                                                                
                                

    
    
        
    
            
    
            
    
        
            
    
    
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
            
        
    
                                                                                
            

    
    
        
    
            
    
            
    
        
            
    
    
                                                
        
    
                                                                                
            

    
    
        
    
            
    
            
    
        
            
    
    
                                                        
                                
                                                                    
                                                
            
        
    
                                                                                
                                

    
    
        
    
            
    
            
    
        
            
    
    
                                                        
                                
                                
                                                
            
        
    
                                                                                
            

    
    
        
    
            
    
            
    
        
            
    
    
                                                        
                                
                                
                                                
            
        
    
                                                                                
            

    
    
        
    
            
    
            
    
        
            
    
    
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
            
        
    
                                                                                
            

    
    
        
    
            
    
            
    
        
            
    
    
                                                
        
    
                                                                                
            

    
    
        
    
            
    
            
    
        
            
    
    
                                                        
                                
                                                                    
                                                
            
        
    
                                                                                
                                

    
    
        
    
            
    
            
    
        
            
    
    
                                                        
                                
                                
                                                
            
        
    
                                                                                
            

    
    
        
    
            
    
            
    
        
            
    
    
                                                        
                                
                                
                                                
            
        
    
                                                                                
            

    
    
        
    
            
    
            
    
        
            
    
    
                                                        
                                
                                
                                                
            
        
    
                                                                                
            

    
    
        
    
            
    
            
    
        
            
    
    
                                                        
                                
                                
                                                
            
        
    
                                                                                
            

    

    
    
                
                                    








    Readers like you help support How-To Geek. When you make a purchase using links on our site, we may earn an affiliate commission. Read More.
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                    Google Chrome, Mozilla Firefox, or Microsoft Edge: Your Browser Handles the Basics
                                    


                                                                                	
                    Sumatra PDF: AÂ Speedy, Lightweight PDFÂ Viewer Outside Your Browser
                                    


                                                                                	
                    Adobe Acrobat Reader DC: Slower, But Supports Advanced PDF Features
                                    


            
    

            Getting a goodÂ PDF viewer is easier than ever.Â Modern web browsers like Google Chrome, Mozilla Firefox, and Microsoft Edge can all readÂ PDFs out of the box, so you may not even need one. But if you wantÂ a separate PDF viewer, perhaps for the advanced PDFÂ features some documents require, we have some options.

        
            Google Chrome, Mozilla Firefox, or Microsoft Edge: Your Browser Handles the Basics
       


        
    

    
                
                
                
        
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
    
        

            
                
                                            
                                            
                                            
                                            
                                        
                
                                                                
        

                                

            Modern web browsers come with integrated PDF readers.Â You don't even need to install a separate PDF viewer anymore. Browser PDF readers work well, offering a speedy experience without additional load times and clutter.Â And, sinceÂ your browserÂ updates its integrated PDF reader automatically, it's always up-to-date with the latest security fixes.

                    Google Chrome, Mozilla Firefox, and Microsoft Edge all come with integrated PDF readers. When you find a PDF on the web, click it and it will open directly in your web browser. PDFs are treated just like other web pages. When you're done, you can just hit the back button and keep browsing.

                    YouÂ can make PDF files on your hard drive open in your preferred web browser, too. For example, let's say you want to open PDFÂ files in Chrome. Just locate a .PDF file on your computer, right-click it, and select Open With > Choose Another App.

        

        
    

    
                
                
                
        
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
    
        

            
                
                                            
                                            
                                            
                                            
                                        
                
                                                                
        

                                

            Select Google Chrome, Mozilla Firefox, or Microsoft Edge in the list, check the "Always use this app to open .pdf files" option, and click "OK". The browser you chose will become your default PDF reader and will be used when you double-click a PDF file.

        

        
    

    
                
                
                
        
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
    
        

            
                
                                            
                                            
                                            
                                            
                                        
                
                                                                
        

                                

            If you don't see your preferred browser here, scroll down in the list, select More Apps > Look For Another App on This PC, and point Windows at the browser's .exe file in your Program Files folder.

        

            Sumatra PDF: AÂ Speedy, Lightweight PDFÂ Viewer Outside Your Browser
       


        
    

    
                
                
                
        
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
    
        

            
                
                                            
                                            
                                            
                                            
                                        
                
                                                                
        

                                

            If you do want a separate PDF reading program, we recommend Sumatra PDF. Sumatra is an open-source PDF viewer that also has support for other types of documents, including ePub and Mobi eBooks, XPS documents, and CBZ and CBR comic books.

                    Sumatra PDF isÂ small, lightweight, and fast. It works entirely outside your browser, so PDFs will open in a separate window. It's even available as a portable application, so you can take it with you and use it on any PC, even if you can't install software on that PC.

                    There's no real advantage to using this application over your web browser unless you just like having aÂ separate application. It should work just as well as your browser, with no big additional features. But, if you'd rather see PDFs in a separate window, Sumatra PDF is your best bet.

        

            Adobe Acrobat Reader DC: Slower, But Supports Advanced PDF Features
       


        
    

    
                
                
                
        
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
    
        

            
                
                                            
                                            
                                            
                                            
                                        
                
                                                                
        

                                

            We recommend you stick with your web browser or a lightweight PDF reader like Sumatra PDF most of the time. Most PDF documents you'll come across are not complicated, and they work very well---and very quickly---in these simplified PDF readers.

                    But, every now and then, you may come across a PDF document that needs additional features. For example, we've seen official government PDFs that include complex, scripted fillable forms that don't work in the average PDF viewer. PDF documents can also contain 3D models and other rich media objects, and thoseÂ just won't work in your browser or Sumatra.

                    If you come across a PDF that doesn't work properly in your typical PDF reader, we recommend Adobe's official Adobe Acrobat Reader DC application. It's unnecessarily heavy compared to lightweight PDF alternatives, but it will be able to handle all the obscure PDF features you're likely to encounter. If you find yourself needing to open PDFs that require advanced features regularly, you should probably just stick with Adobe Acrobat Reader DC as your main PDF viewer, as much as it pains us to say.

                    Adobe Acrobat Reader has historically had regular security holes, likely due to all the additional features it needs to support. Modern versions of Adobe Acrobat Reader DC are automatically kept up-to-date with the latest security patches. Don't worry about enabling automatic updates---automatic updates are enabled by default, and you can't normally disable them.

                    Warning: The latest versions of Adobe Acrobat reader automatically prompt you to install a Chrome extension that reports information about your web browsing to Adobe. When you're prompted to install an Adobe Acrobat extension in Chrome, click "Remove from Chrome". There's no good reason to activate this extension.
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            Chris Hoffman is the former Editor-in-Chief of How-To Geek. Chris has personally written over 2,000 articles that have been read more than one billion times---and that's just here at How-To Geek.



With over a decade of writing experience in the field of technology, Chris has written for a variety of publications including The New York Times, Reader's Digest, IDG's PCWorld, Digital Trends, and MakeUseOf. Beyond the web, his work has appeared in the print edition of The New York Times (September 9, 2019) and in PCWorld's print magazines, specifically in the August 2013 and July 2013 editions, where his story was on the cover. He also wrote the USA's most-saved article of 2021, according to Pocket.



Chris was a PCWorld columnist for two years. He founded PCWorld's "World Beyond Windows" column, which covered the latest developments in open-source operating systems like Linux and Chrome OS. Beyond the column, he wrote about everything from Windows to tech travel tips.



The news he's broken has been covered by outlets like the BBC, The Verge, Slate, Gizmodo, Engadget, TechCrunch, Digital Trends, ZDNet, The Next Web, and Techmeme. Instructional tutorials he's written have been linked to by organizations like The New York Times, Wirecutter, Lifehacker, the BBC, CNET, Ars Technica, and John Gruber's Daring Fireball. His roundups of new features in Windows 10 updates have been called "the most detailed, useful Windows version previews of anyone on the web" and covered by prominent Windows journalists like Paul Thurrott and Mary Jo Foley on TWiT's Windows Weekly. His work has even appeared on the front page of Reddit.



Articles he's written have been used as a source for everything from books like Team Human by Douglas Rushkoff, media theory professor at the City University of New York's Queens College and CNN contributor, to university textbooks and even late-night TV shows like Comedy Central's @midnight with Chris Hardwick.



Starting in 2015, Chris attended the Computer Electronics Show (CES) in Las Vegas for five years running.Â  At CES 2018, he broke the news about Kodak's "KashMiner" Bitcoin mining scheme with a viral tweet. A wave of negative publicity ensued, with coverage on BuzzFeed News, CNBC, the BBC, and TechCrunch. The company's project was later reportedly shut down by the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission.



In addition to his extensive writing experience, Chris has been interviewed as a technology expert on TV news and radio shows. He gave advice on dark web scans on Miami's NBC 6, discussed Windows XP's demise on WGN-TV's Midday News in Chicago, and shared his CES experiences on WJR-AM's Guy Gordon Show in Detroit.



Chris also ran MakeUseOf's email newsletter for two years. Nearly 400,000 subscribers received the newsletter complete with a handwritten tip every day.
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